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from the mrt eelel'rnteH artists.
Tlie Pi'innti sri-- wnrrsn'ed lor five yenra

PaiuevviUe fb, 91b, lSb. 78m3

SPEECH OF HON, J. A. GARFIELD.
OF OHIO.

On the Constitutional Amendment to Abolish

Slavery, delivered in the House of
Representatives January 13.1865.

Tlm llniifo linvlng n rider cotilidcratlon
tho Jtilnt Hi in'uiinu o unicnd din Cons'l- -

lutinn of lliu Unlit d StaiM o At to alolikh
sliivoty,

Mr C.itfii lil FfiM t

Mr . Wo tir-al-l nrvor know v.hy
eluvury ilin to Laid in this Kt public ant!
In (lit Hall till wo kunw why sin lias melt
Ipt'guvhy st.d Siiton is liuiiiortnl. With
it' a i vcl. us tt nucity tf t xis tntt', it has out-

lived tho nf its friends and t

tf its fncinici. It has Icon declared
hero titid cUtiwhtro to bo in nil the several
Mr-Ci- s ct Hiorlul'tty, wtiuiideil, tiioributiil.
deiid. Tho qucsiii n whs i'iired jtstcrday
by my collcsguo Mr. Cox whether it ts
iridctd (lend, or in a irotb'i'd t'erp. I
know of no hotter illustration of its condi
tion than is fcurid in ullut's adtniisblo
history of tho preat cor.f pirnlor. Culslint.
who, when liin final La I tin was fought and
IorI, lis oi mv broken atid icnttcred, rns
toui d fur In udvnnco of his own troops, ly

ing amotig thu dead tinttnics ol llnoie, yvl
bi lathing u little, hut fxhihiting in his
ci'Utitetiat co ail t lint rcrncity ol fpint
tharuivotized his lifo. So. sir, this body of
HiiU'iy lire lei (no us among the dead tne
m't-- s of the Republic, mnrtulty wontided,
impotent in its fictidith wickfdt.ucs, but
wiili its old fciocily of look, bmiring the

tnaiks of its intoniul oiirin.
Who docs nut roirrmhor that thirty years

Bgf -- a slu-r- l period iti iliolifooiu nation-b- ut

tin In could be raid with impunity tn
ilieso Il.tlls on the tulj xt of slavery ? How
well do gentlemen licit roinumber tho his-
tory ol that distinguished tirodeceesnr of
mire, Joshua 1J. Giddiogs, lately gone to
his' Feet, who. with his forlorn hope of faith-
ful men. took his lifo in his hi.iid,iiiid in the
name of justice protested scainst the great
crime, and who stood bravoly in hie place
until ins wimo wcks. like the plume ol
Henry ot Navarre, niaiked whore the battle
lor freedom raped lieicest!

Wo can linidly" realize that this is the
muno people, and these the tunio 1 1 a .

wiiero now tcaicoly a man can bo found
who will venture to do more ilian falter out
tin npolngy for slavery, protesting in li e
sume breath that be bus no love for tho dy
ing tytanr. Kcgo. I bericvo. but that man
ol more than Fupcinal boldnots, from the
city of New Yoik, (Mr. Fernando Wrod.)
has vent rued, this seneon, to raise hie voice

. ..
iniuvnrot slavery. ior us own sbko. tie
still sens in its feaiurrs the n Miction ol
boauty and divinity, ard only ho 'How
art thou fallen from henvcn.O, Lueifer. son
of the morning I How urt thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken the na-
tions I' Many miflty men have been slain
by iheo ; many proud ones have bumbled
themrolvcs at thy feet ! AH along Iho coast
of our political sea these victims of slavery
lie like stranded wrick. broken on the
headlands of frrodnm. How lately did its
advocates, with impious boldness, maintain
it ns God's own. to bo venerated and chor-i- s

tied as divino ! It was another and higher
form of civilization. It was the holy evan-
gel of America, difpensii g its mercies to u
benighted xaco, and destined to bear count
less blessings to tho wilderness of tho West.
In its mud arrogance It lifted Its hand to
strike down the labrio of the Union, and
since that futal day It bus been a "fugitive
and a vagabond upon the earth. " Like the
spirit that Jesus cast out. it has, sinco iben,
been "soeking rest and finding none." '

It has sought in all tho corners of the
Repulse to find some hiding-plac- in which
to shelter itself from the death it to richly
deservef.

It sought an Rsylutn In tho untrodden
territories of tho Wes, hut, with a whip ol
scorpions. indignant froemcn drove it thence.
I do not believe that a loyal man can now
le found who would consent that it should
enter them. It lias no hope of harbor
there. It found no protection or favor in
tho hearts or conrcionces of the freemen rf
the Republic, and fled for its lnct hope of
safety behind the shield of the Constitution.
Wo purpnso to lollow it there, and drive it
thence as Satan was exiled from heaven.
But now. in tho hour of its mortal agony, in
(his Ilall.it has found a dofonder.

My gallant colleague, (Mr. Fendloton,)
lor 1 recognizn hi:n us a gallant and able
man. plants himself at the door of his dar-- 2

pg.nnd bids dtfiuoco to all assaiiaots He
has followed slavery in its flight, until it
has reached the great temple where liberty
is enshrined the Constitution of the United
States and thero, in that last retreat, de-
clares that no hand shall strike it. It re
minds me of that celebrated passage in tho
great Latin poet, in which tbe serpents of
thu Ionian sea. when they dad destroyed
Laocnon and his sons, fled to the heights cit
tho Tnjiii citadel, and coiled thoir slimy
lengths around the tuielur goddess, and
were covered by thu otb of her shield. So,
under the guidance of my colleigue, (Mr.
Pendleton.) slavery, gorged with the blood
of ten thousand freemen, has c imbed to the
high citadel of Aniuricrn nationality, and
coiled itself securely, as he believes, arouud
the foel of tho aiutuo of justice and under
tho shield of the Constitution of the
United Slates. Wo desire to follow it even
theie, and kill It hesidu the very altar of
liberty. Its blood can never make atone-meri- t

for tho leait of its crimes.
But tbe gentleman hits gone further. He

is not content that tho snaky snrcoress shall
he merely vndtr the protection of the Con-stitutic- n.

lit hit view, by a strange meta-
morphosis, ilavoiy becomes an invisible

and takes up its abode in the very
grain and fiber of Iho Constitution, and
when we would strike it he lays, "I cannot
point out lo you any express ctaute that
prohibiti you from destroying slavery; but
I find a prohibition .in the Intent and mean
ing of tho Constitution. I go under the'
si rfuce. out of titthl.in the very genius of it,
and in that invisible domain slavery is

and there is no power in the. Re-- !

public in drive it ihence." Thai I may do
iiO iijusiico lo my colleague, I will read-lin-

his speech of jcaierday the paetoge to
which I refer t I

'My eollotguo from the Toledo district,
(Mr. Ashlev,) in tho speech which ho made
tho other day, told us with rolorenco to tbis
report I

If I road Iho Cons'ltutlon aright, and
understand tho forco of lunguage, the tec-lio-

which I have jurt quoted is to day fioe
from all limitations aid conditions save
two, one of which provides tral the t ffiago
of the sevoinl Stales In thu Senate shall he
equal, and that no Siato shall lore this
equality by oiij amendment of thu Consti-
tution withont it couieiti; the other relates
lo laxatirn. Tin to oro tho only condiiioiii
and limitations.'

I deny it. I niserl that thcro it ariotht r
limitation monger even then the letter of
tbe Cotistituiim j and that is lo bo found in
lis intent and lis spiilt and its foundation
idea. I put Iho question which tins hern
put before in this debate: can Ihrre-fouri- ht

of tho States constitutionally change ihis
Government, and muko it an autociacy? Ii
is not prohibited by tho loiter of tbe Con-
stitution.

"It dnca nol como within tho two classet
of limitations and conditions asserted by
my colleague. Why is it that ihit chango
cannot be made? I will toll you why. It
is been use trpublicaiiir-- lies at tho very
foundation of our sytM m of government,
and to overthrow that idea it not to amend,
but In subvert tho Constitution of the
United Slater; and I say that il tbrce-feuri-

of the States should undertake to past an
amendment ol that kind, and Rhode Islund
alone dissented, the Mould have tho right lo
resist by lorcej and her cauto would Le sa-

cred In the eyet of just men."
Ji ffei ton Davit and bis le'.low. conspira-

tors will ask lurno Utter defense of their
rebellion. Snnth Carolina will ask no more
than to bo placed in the tamo category with
Rhodo IIhikI in tho gomleman's argu-
ment. South Cuiolimi being ber own judge,
her cause Is "sacred in the eyes nf just men,
and sanctified in the eyes ol a just God "

He goes behind the letter of the Consti-
tution, and finds a refuge for tlaveiy in its
intent, nnd with that intent ho declares wo
have no right lo deal in Iho way pf amend-
ment.

But he has gone even deeper than tho
spirit and intern of the Constitution. He hat
announced a discovery to which I am tore no
other statesman will lay claim. He hat
found a domain wfiore slavery can r.o more
be reached by human law than tho life of
Satan by the sword of Michae',. Ho has
mniked tho hither boundary of this iiewly
discovered continent. In his response lo tho
question of ibe gentleman from Iowa, (Mr.
Wilson.) I will read it:

"I will nnt be drawn now into a ditcu- -

sion with the gent It man at lotho origin ol
slavery, nor to tbo law which lies behind
the Constitution of tho United States, by
wmcn inese people are neta to Slavery.

Not finding anything in tbe vordt and
phrases ol the Cons tilution that forbids an
amendment abolishing slavery, be gees
leliind all bumnn enactments, and far
away, among the eternal equi;ies,be finds
a primal law which overshadows states,
nations and constitutions, as space en-

velopes tbe universe, and by its soltrao
sanction, one lumen being can bold an
other Id perpetual slavery, surely bu
man ingenuity Jibs ttver gone farther to
protect a malefactor, or defend, a crime.
1 shall make no argument with my col-

league on ibis point, lor in (bat bigb court
lo which he appeahseternal justice dwells
witn ireeaom, una slavery baa never en
tered.

I now (urn to the main point of bis ar
gument. He has given us (be key lo his
theoiy ol the Constitution in tbe words
which (be gentleman from Rhode Island
(Mr. Jencks) commented upon last even
ing.' Upon these words rests ti e strength
or weakness ol bis position. lie describes
the Constitution of the United States as a
'compact of eonedtraiion."

V 1 understand the gentleman.be holds
that each slate is sovereign; that in their
sovereign capacity, ns ibe source and
foundation ol power, the States, each for
itself, ratified the Constitution which tbe
convention bad framed. They did not
grunt to tne Federal Government tbe
light to control the subject of slavery.
That right still resides in the States sev-
erally. Hence no amendment of the
Constitution by three fourths of tbe Slates
can legally a (fee l slavery in tbe remain-
ing fourth. Hence no amendment by the
modes pointed out in the Constitution can
reach it. Ibis, 1 believe, is h succinct
nnd just statement of his argument. The
whole question turns upon the sovereignty
of the Stales. Are they sovereign and
independent now? Were they ever so? I
shall endeavor to answer.

1 appeal '.o the (acts of history, and to
bring them clearly before us, I Birm:

I. That prior to the 4 h day of July,
1776, these colonies were neither free nor
independent. Their sovereignly was
lodged in the crown of Great Britain. I
believe no man will deny this. It was
admitted in tbe first declaration of rights,
put forth by the revolutionary Congress
that assembled in Philadelphia in 1774,
o pray for a redress of grievances. That

body expressly admitted that tbe sover-
eignty of the colonies was lodged in the
crown of ureal Britain. It has been
laugbt by Jay and Story, and bas been
so decided by the Supreme Court of tbe
United State's. (See Chisbolm vs. Stale
of Georgia, 2 Dallas, 240.)

II. Un tteHbot July, 1776, the sov
ereignty was withdrawn from the Dritisb
Crown, by tbe whole people of (be colo
nies, wnd lodged in the revolutionary
Congress. No colony deolared itsell free
and independent. Neither Virginia, New
Yoik or MassRchusvtt declared itself tree1
and independen' of the crown ofGiest
Britain. The declaration was made, notj
even by the colonies, at cdonlti, bat in I

'te came and by the authority of "the
good people of tbe colonies," as one peo-
ple.

In the following memorsble declarat-
ion the sovereignty was transferred from
tbe Crown of Great Britain to the ptoU
of the euotiut!

'We, therelore, Hie representatives of
ire United btaies ol Americs, in general
Congress assembled, pj pehling to lbe
bupie me Judge of the world lor the rect
itude ol our intentions, do, in and by the
auilionty oi the good people ol these col-
onies, solemnly publish ai d declare that
these United Colonies are, and of right
ought to be, free and independent Stales;
H al tl.ey ere absolved from all aliegi
bice to the British Ciowo, and that all
political connection between tbcm and
the Stale ol Great Britain is, and ought
lobe, totally dissolved; snd that as fiee
nrd independent Slates they heve full
power to levy war, conclude peace, con-

tract alliances, establish commetcc, and
to Jo all other sets and things which in
dependent States may lave right to do."

In vindication ol this view I read from
tbe 1 07th page ol the first volume of Jus
lice Storv's Commentaries:

"Tbe colonies did "hot severally act for
Ihtmfetvts and tuoclaim their own inde
ptndtnce. It is Hue that some of tbe
Stales bad previously folded incipient
governments for ihtmtelvas, but it was
done in compliance with the recommend
a;ion ol Congress."

'The diclarticn of the independence of
all tne colonies was tbe uni'ed act of all.
It was a 'declaration by the representa-
tives ot tbe United Slates of America in
Congress assembled 'by tbe delegates
appointed by the good people of tbe colo
nie,' as in a prior declaration tbey were
called. It was not in an Bet done by tbe
State Goveinments (hen organized; nor
by persons chosen by thtm. II was m- -

pha ically the act ol the whole peopleoi
the United btaies, by the tnttiumental;ly
of their representative, chosen lor that
among other purposes. It wss an act not
competent to the State governments, or
any of them, as organized under the char-
ters, to adopt, Those chat ters neither

nor provided for it. It wss an act
act of inherent sovereignty by the peoplo
themselves, resulting from their right to
change their form of goveroment,and loin-stiini- e

a new government whenever neces-
sary for their safety snd happiness. - So
tbe Declaration of Independence treats it.
No State lias presumed lor itself to form
a new government, or to provide for Ibe
exigencies of (he times.witbQUt conmmg
Congress on (he subject; and when (hey
ncted, it was in pursuance of iberectm-mendatic- n

ol Congress. Il was therefore
the achievement of Ibe whole for tbe ben-

efit of the whole,
"The people of the United Colonies

made the United Colonies tree and inde-
pendent States, and absolved them from
nil allegiance lotbe British Crown. The
Declaration ol Independence bas accord-
ingly always been Healed as an act ol
paramount and sovereign authority, com
ple'e and perfect, per it and rpio facto
working an entire dissolution of all polil
ical connections with an allegiance to
Gieal Britain. And Ibis, nol merely as
a practical tact, but til a legal and consH-tvtiona- l

view of tbe mader by courts ol
justice." ,

Wbeu tbese people of tbe colonies be-

came free, faavihg withdrawn ibe tov- -

ereignty from the crown of Great Britain,
wheie did tbey lodge it? JSol in tbe States;
but, so lar as tbey delegated il at all, tbey
lodged it in tbe Revolutionary Congress,
then sitting in Philadelphia. My col-

league dissents. I ask bis attention again
to tbe language of this distinguished com-

mentator, on page 200 of the same vol-

ume:
"In the next place, wt bave seen

that tbe power to do this net was not de
rived from ibe State governments,- - nor
was it done generally with their

The queston then naturally pre-
sents itsell, it it is to be considered as a
national sct.in what manner did tbe colo-becom- e

a nation, snd in what manner did
Congress hecome possessed ol this nation-
al power? Tbe true nnswer must be thai
as soon as Congress assumed powers and
passed measures which were in their na-

ture national, to that txienl the people
Irom whose acquiescence and consent they
look effect, must be considered as agree-
ing lo a foim of nation "

Mr. fecdleton. I desire lo ask my
colleague from what power the delegates
who sat in that Congress derived their
authority lo make the declaration; wheth-
er they did not derive il from the colo-

nies, or the Slates, if tbe gentleman pre-
fers that word, and whether each dele-
gate did not tp;ak in tbe Congress for ibe
State government which authorized bim
lo speak there?

Mr. Garfield. I fay, in answer lo tbe
point tbe gentlemen makes, as I bave al-

ready said, and in tbe language of tbis
distinguished commentator, that the mo
ment tbe revolutionary Congress assumed
national perogstives, and the people, by
their silence, contented, that moment
the people of the colonies were constitu-
ted a nation, and that revolutionary Con-

gress became (be suihorized Government
of ibe nation. Hut ibe declaration was;
made "by the authority of the good peo-ple- ,"

and hence it was their declaration.
Mr. Pendleton. Will the gentleman per-

mit me to ask bim whether from that mo

ment tbey became the representative! of
ihe nation, or whether they still retained
thoir petition as representatives of tbe
States?

Mr. Gat field They were both. They
were Hill representatives of tbe Stales; but
iho new function wat added of national rep-
resentatives. Tbey then look upon them
that which now belongs to that gentleman,
the twofold quality of Slate citizenship and
national citizenship. Tbe gentleman is
twice a citizen, subject' to two jurisdictions;
and to were they.

I thall still further fortify my position by
reading from tbe 203d page of Ibe same
volume :

"From the moment of the Declaration of
Independence, If not for nif tt purposes at
an atitrcodent piriod. tbo united colonics
must be comideied at being a nation de
facto, having a General Government ever
il cicattd and acting by the general consent
of the people of all thu colonics. The pow-o- n

of thai Government were not, and in-

deed could not be, well defined. Bui still
its exclusive sovereignly in many caset
was firmly established, and its controlling
power over the States wat in most, if not
all. national measures universally admitted.''

ill un the nnt day or March, 1781, tne
sovereignty of ihe new nation wvs lodged,
hy ihe people, in the Articles ol Confedor
at ion." The Governmi ut thus fornudwat
a Confederacy. lis Constitution might
properly be sly led a "Compact ol Confeder-
ation," though by its tcimt it established a
"perpetual union," and left small giound
for the doctrine of secession.

IV. On the 21(1 day of June. 1789. our
national sovereignly was lodged, by ihe peo-
ple, in the Constitution of the United
States, wbore it ttill resides, and for its
preservation our armies are to-da- in tbe
field. In all thjBse stages of development.
Irom colonial dependence to full-orbe- d na-
tionality, the people, not tbe States, have
been omnipotent. Thry have abolished, es-

tablished, altered and amended, as suited
their sovereign pleasure.

For tbo greater security of liberty, they
choso to distribute the foociient of govern-
ment. They left to each State the regula-
tion of its local and municipal affairs,; and
endowed tho Federal republio with ihe
h'eh functions of national sovereignty
Thry made ibo Constitution. That great
charier lolls its own siory bolt :

"We, the prnplr of tho United Slates, in
order lo loioi a more perfect Union, catab-lis-

justice, insure domestic tranquility, pro-
vide for the common defense, promote the
general welfare, and secure iho blessings ot
liberty lo ourselves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish ihit Constitution for
tbe Uu'tted Stales of America."

Nol "wo, tbe sovereign Stales,'' do enter
into a league or form a "compact of confed-
eration."

If ibe gentleman looks, then, for a wind
ot political "apostolic succession" of Amer
ican sovereignty, Jie will find ibat neither
eolontes nor States were in the royal line;
out tins le Ihe genealogy; -- first, ibe Crown
and Parliament of Gieal Biitain; second.
the Revolutionary Congress; tbird.lbe Arli
eles of Confederation; fourth and now, Ihe
Constitution of Ibe Untied Stales; and ail
ibis by ibe authority ol tbe people.

Now, if no one of tbe colonies was sov-
ereign and independent, when and bow did
any of tbe Slates become so? Tbe gentle-
man must show ut by what act it was done.
and where the deed was recorded. I think
I base shown ibsl bis position has do found
ation io history, and the argument bated
upon it taut lo me ground.

Ia framing and establishing ibe Const!
tution, what restrictions were laid upon Ibe
people; Absolutely no human power be
yond themselves. No barriers confined
them but ibo laws of natuie. Ihe laws ol
God, tbeir love ot justice, and aspiration for
liberty. Over that limitless expanse they
ranged st will, and out of such materials as
(heir wisdom selected ibey built ihe state-
ly fabric ol our Government. Thai Cons ti-

lution, with Its amendments, is tbe latest and
ihe greatest utterance of American sover
eignty. The hour it now at band when Ibat
maji ttic sovereign. for tbe benignant put pose
of procuring still farther tho "blessings ol ,"

is about lo pot forth another oracle;
is about lo declare that universal Ireedom
shall be Ibe supreme law of iho land. Show
me the power lhat is authorized lo forbid it.

Tbe lapse of eighty vcau bat not abated
one jot or tittle ttom ibe original sovereign
ty of Ihe American people. They made
tne commotion wnat it it. iney could
nave made it otherwise iben ; tbey can
mase itotnerwise now.

But my eol'eagoe Mr. Pendleton bas
piamea ntmseil on me intent or tne Coneti
tution. On lhat point I ask him by what
means lie will of this nation reaches ihe
citizen with its obligations? Only as that
win is revealed in ihe logical and gramtnat
ical meaning of the wotds and phrases of
ihe written Constitution.' cevond ibis
there is; there cu be. no legal forco or po-
tency. Il the amending power granted in
(be Conniti Moo be in any way abridged or
tesiricieo, sucn restriction must be toond
in ihe jusi meaning of ibe instrument itself.
Anyotber doctrine wo'd overthrow tbe whole
fabric of jurisprudence. What aro ihe lim-
itations of tbe amending power? Plainly
and only these:

"Tbat no amendment which may be made
prior lo tbe year 1808, shall in any manner
affect Ibe first and fourth clauses io tbe
ninth section of tbe first article ; aud that
no Stale without its content tball be de-
prived of lis equal suffrage iu tbe Senate."
Article V.

Tbe first restriction being bounded by
tbe yesr 1608, is of cocrte Junctvs officio,
snd no longer operative; ihe last it mil
binding. Tbe gentleman Mr. Pendleton
does nol claim ibat any other sentence is
restrictive; but he would bave us believe
there It tometbing uol written down, a ter-tiu- m

quid, s Jtind of exhalation rising out of
ibe depths of ibe Conttitution, that bat tbe
power of itself lo slay the baud of tbe peo-
ple of Ibis great Republio in tbeir attempt
io put away an evil tbat is deleterious lo
ihe nation's lifo. He would lead us in pur-
suit of these intangible shadows, would
place us in ibe dominion of vague, invisible
Powers that exhale, like odors, from the

Constitution, but are more potent than ihe
Constitution Itself. Such an ipnifatuv$l
am not disposed to follow, especially when
it leads to a hopeful future for human
slavery.

I cannot (,ree with my eollesguo, tot)
tbe distinguished gentleman from Mailt
chuseltt. (Mr. Boutwell,) who unite in
declaring that do amendment (o (he Con
tlitutioecan be made which would be in
conflict with its objects as declared io the
preamble. What special immunity was ;

granted to thai fit at paragraph? Could J
not our forefathers have adopted a differ- - I

ent preamble in tbe beginning? Could
they nol have employed other words and
declared other objects as tbe .basis of
their Constitution? If they could have I
made a different preamble, declaring
other and different ohj-cti.- so can we now
declare other objects, in our amend
tntm. The preamble is Itself amenda-
ble just as is every clause of the Constitu-
tion, ixcepting only ibe ones already re
ferred to.

But ihis point is cot neeesssty in the)
case we are now considering. We need
no change of the preamble to enable us
to abolish slavery. It ia only by Ibe final
overthrow of slavery that tbe objects of
ihe preamble can be fully realized. By
that means alone can we "ettoblinh justi-
ce, insure domestic tranquility, evd secure
the llestwga of lilerty to ourselvet and our
foslertty,"

. ihe gentleman (Mr. Pendleton; puts
another cass which I wish to notice. He
says tbat cine of the thirteen original
colonies sdopted the Constitution, and by
its very teims it was binding only on tbe
nine. .So, if three-fourth- s of tbe States
should pass tbis amendment, it would not
bind the other fourth.

In commenting upon tbis clause, Judge
Tucker; of Virginia, in bit appendix to
Blsckstoce, says thai, if ihe four colonies
had not adopted tbe Constitution, tbey
would bave been a foreign . people. The
writers of tbe Federalist bold a different
doctrine, aud fall back upon tbe original
right t)f Ihe nation !o preserve itself, and
say tbat the nine States would bave bad
the right lo compel the other (our lo come
in. But the question is unimportant from
the fact lhat tbeydid come in and adopt the
Constitution. Tbe contract once ratified
and obligations once tsken, tbey became
an integral part of en indivisible nation,
as indivisible as a State,

Tbe argumeut is irrelevant; for. tbe
mode of adopting tbe Constitution is on
thing; Ibe mode pointed out in ibe Con
stitution for adopting amendments to it.is
quit another. Tbe two bave no neces-
sary relation (o each other.

I tbere'ere rgite with my colleague
from the Co'ombus district, (Mr. Ccx,)
tbat except in the two esses of limitation,
Ivo-ibird- s sf Congress and tbree-touri- ha

of ibe Slates can do anything in tbe way
of amendment, being bounded only by
their sense of duty to God and ibe coun-
try. Tbe field is then fully open before
us.

On the justice of tbe amendment itself,
no-- arguments are necessary. The rea
sons crowd in on every side. To enu-
merate lb em would be-- a work of super-
fluity. To me it is a matter of great sur
prise thai gentlemen on the other side
should wish to delay ibe death of slavery.
I can only account for it on the ground of
long-continue- d familiarity and friendship.
I should be glad to bear them say of
slavery, tbeir beloved, as did tbe jealous
Moor,

1 et she must die, else she'll tetray more men."
lias she not betrayed and slain men

enough? Are they not strewn over a
thousand battle-fields- ? Is not tbis Ho
loch already gorged with Ihe bloody feast?
Its best friends know thai its final hour ia
fast approaching. The avenging gods are
00 i,B lfck. Their feet are not now, as
of'd. shod With wool, for slow nnd state
ly stepping, but winged like Mercury's,
to bear the swift message of vengeance.
No human power can avert tbe final ca
taitrophe.

1 did not inlend, Mr. Speaker, ever
again to address ibe House on' tbe sub-
ject of slavery. I bad hoped we might,
without a struggle, at once and forever
remove il from the theater of American
politics, and turn our thoughts lo those
other and larger fields now opening be
(ore ns. But when I esw tbe bold and
determined efforts put forth in this House
yesterday, for iia preservation, I could
not resist the inclination to strike one
blow, in Ihe hope of hastening Us doom.

XSrThe Ravenna Democrat reports a
case of a little girl of tbat place, who five
pears ago she iben being a year and a
half old swallowed a diaper pin two
inches in length, with ahead upon il of
the site of a six-penn- nail. Although
various efforts were made, tbe pin could
not be removed. A few days ago, in a
severe coughing spasm, the child (brew
up tbe pin, wbicb showed no sort of evi
denee of having been in ber person for so
long a time, it was as perlect as wben
first swallowed, Tbe child bas always
ben troubled with a eougb, caused it is
thought by the irritation produced by Ibe
presence of tbe pin otherwise she bas
been very well. Medical men differ in
opinion, we believe.at to tbe place where
the pin bad so long remained.

There are now three American so a 'p torsi
Miss Hoimer, Miss Siebbini, end a Miss
Freeman, now in Italy, who is just becom
ing knasrn.


